
His rnusical coachitrg takes the crown
KC man's clients among
the top beauty pageant
contestants, including
nine Fliss Americas,

r'lade in the Midwest
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"See, 1'ou can hit your B's if
you litt ,vour elebrows," Wolfe
sa]'s.

Daiqm Tye, an aspiring Miss
Iilinois, commits the tip to
memory

Everv year, hundreds ofbeau-
w pageart contestalts travel
from across the country for les-
sons like this - to purchase
competition tracks, to discover
a taient or to perfect one. And
thev riill pay up to 5125 an hour
b'ecause, in the pageant world
of performance, Wolfe is one of
ihe iop dogs.

Since 1990, Wolfe has worked
on music for nine Miss Ameri-

Talent consultant Bill Wolfe worked with singer and
pageant contestant Dairyn Tye, an aspiring Miss lllinois.ca .r'inr.rers, and has had be-

r','een one and nine contes-
tants place among the 15 se-

ni-i'lnalists er.ery yeaL At
:he 2015 Miss America Pa-
geant, he ciid music for the
lst, 3rcl and 4th runners-up,
plus four ofthe other toP 10

semi-finalists.
He specializes in prepar-

ing contestants for the talent
porlion, rvhich accounts for
35 percent of their total
score - more than anY oth-
er category. Meaning, aPart
from stunning the iudges
ivith beauty, poise and a

rvorthy piatform, a fierce
competitor has to be able to
stay on pitch.

Mary Aan Owens, a Mis-
souri pageant director vrho's
been sending competitors to
Wolfe for 15 years, said he's
an expert at deveioping Po-
tential.

"Bill will take a girl who
can't carry a note and turn
her into a fairly comPetitive
singer," Owens said. "Give
him some talent, and he'll
turn her into Miss America'"

In 1984, Wolfe moved to
Kansas City. While doing
graduate work at the Univerl
sity of Missouri-Kansas City,
he came across a girl who
needed a pageant track - l
minute and 30 seconds of
musical accompaniment. He
did the arrangement. His
friend made the track.

After attending a few pag-
eants, Wolfe was hooked.

Soon, he became the di-
rector of Miss Kansas City, a
local pageant held at the
Music Hall. With his eves on
the then-struggling state pa-
geant, Wolfe invited several
board members to judge
Miss Kansas City,

"They took one look at
what I'd done and asked me
to produce Miss Missouri,"
Wolfe said.

Then. pressing his index
finger below his lips: "l said,
'Gee, maybe.'"

Wolfe bustles about his
great- room - sitting, sing_
ing, keeping time wirh his
leather loafers and introduc_
ing, with a flourish, every-
one who enters his home.
Even the washer repair man.

In September. Wolfe rvill
attend the Miss America pa_
geant in Atlantic Citv
, Bur on the final niltrt, tre'ti
De at nome to host a watch
party for his friends and
neighbors. He is an enter-
tainer, after all.


